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Implementing the Fundamental Task of Moral Education, Facilitating
the Construction of a Leading Country in Education:

Analysis of the Liberal Arts Test of the 2025 Gaokao
National Education Examinations Authority

Abstract: The liberal arts test of the 2025 Gaokao is guided by Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era, fulfilling the fundamental task of moral education. The test design adheres to the
talent selection criteria of higher education institutions and the high school curriculum standards,
comprehensively considering pedagogical practices. It strengthens ideological guidance, promotes core
socialist values and fine traditional Chinese culture. Additionally, the test emphasizes foundational knowledge
assessments with a focus on core knowledge frameworks and key competencies. It prioritizes the cultivation of
quality thinking by examining logical reasoning and dialectical thinking, thereby improving students’ inquiry—
based learning capabilities.

Keywords: Gaokao; the liberal arts test; moral education; key competence; quality of thinking
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